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MSMOR^hPUM FOR THB ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: 


Mrs* John Kenny who you will remember is the wife 

y 

of an Osage Indian who visited the Department last year, 
telephoned me yesterday and wanted to get some information 
with regard to the*t)sage cases which, of coarse, I did not 
give her# They have been living here since last February# 
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P. 0. Box 125, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 

March 31, 1926. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
7/ashington , D. C. 
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Dear Sirj 


~>.T' ■ 

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL. / /iy . 



With reference to your personal and confidential 
of the. 24th instant, in answer to my telegram of the same date 
reference to the agents assigned to thtftQsagS Indian cases, will say 
that I have at present especially assigned to this case Agents John 
R. Burger, J, A. Street, and Prank S* Smith, and have assisting 
^^cia^^ent J. V. Murphy of this office, ae well as Inf ormant 

Special Agent F. M. Hickey, whom you mention in your let- 
ter , is especially assigned to this office, hut is assisting Special 
Agent H. H. Stroud on the bond fraud cases at Tulsa, which involve a 
number of lawyers and bondsmen there. : \ 


As I have advised you, I would like to keep Special 
Agents hurffQ 2 ^=j^^^t , and Smith on these usage Indian cases, as to 
Info man I will arrange to dispense with his services 

after the preSminary hearing of Ernest Bur Khar t^^^^j^s now sched- 
uled for trial April 1st at Pawhuska, Oklahoma. as X have 


often told 
He has 



dingly valuable nan 
in Oklahoma and was 

knows the crooks in Oklahoma better than any 
ow of. During the recent preliminary hearing at 
Pawhuska of V/. X. Hale and John Ramsey, the information that he 
supplied me with served to avoid a killing there of either some of 
us agents oj^^om^other person connected with the trial of Hale and 
Ramsey, pointed out a gun-man that they had there by 

the name of Cady. Before this nan could put into execution any of 
his "dirty” work, he left- the- city of Pawhuska, as he was given to 
und or stand that it would be healthier for him some other place* I 

( don’t authoritatively know, of course, that this man Oady was there 
to kill some' of us agents or same other in the case, but that v/as 
our- ( information, and I am endeavoring to talas all precautions to 
avoid anyth lng _lika this . This was my reason for asking for the 


assistance 



at the Burkhart hearing* 
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^ _ You will find Cady's name mentioned in the file on 

BlacKle Thompson, where he is described as one of the members of the 
jang and well known as a bank robber of Oklahoma, 
particular value in this case has been all along placing 
us in a position to get the information we did; also, he will be 
valuable in the trial of the cases in assisting to seleco the jurors, 
for, if he don't know himself as to who will make a good juror, he 
knows someone reliable to refer us to that does. I find that this 
is very necessary information in the st&tp of .Oklahoma, for there are 
so many that are unreliable that you can’t tell buF wiiat you are 
getting into the camp of ' the crooks in going’ to parties for infor- 
mation. I know that your appropriation is very much taxed and, zf 
course, I an^oing^myryt hi ng I can to relieve it and I will dis- 
pense with HHHj^Ppservices after April 1st. However, I think 
I could use jfflffurther to an advantage. 

In further reference to Special ^Agent F. H. Hickey, j 

will say that I can be able, I think, in the next ten days to relieve-- | 
this Agent and will have him returned to his headquarters, Kan sas City,, 
and will advise you. ‘ 

I feel that there is no doubt but that Hrnest Bur knap t 
will be bound over without bond at his preliminary hearing set for 
AjJril 1st. As a matter of fact, I have heard that ne is going to 
waive a hearing and submit to being held without bond* Arrangements 
are being brought about that I think will be successful in using 
Burkhart as a witness at the trial of Hale and P.amsey. He really is 
willing and wants to testify, but, of course, it is a difficult task 
to bring himself about so that he can do it, especially when Hale's 
lawyers and Hale are working upon him. Things, however , are changing 
rapidly since Hale and Barasey have been held without bond and 5 u_- mart , 
so I understand, is going to get him another lawyer and has made over- 
tures to the prosecution. However, before any advances are to be made 
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have a definite understanding, 
soon. 


I think this will be brought about 


In reference'to the witness xjatt 7/illiams, will state 
that, as I have advised you telegraphically this man left Denver, 
Colorado, v.herg he was placed with his sister by Agent ^urger and 
w® to report to the Denver office, and appeared up at pawhuska. 
judjt why he made this move, I have not yet been advised. TThiie 
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t%y didn't like to discuss it over phone and would advise me per- 
sonally some time soon, and I will pass the information on to you. 


»;> 

i sF 

' i 




i , 




S 




'■ / 




■ * 4 . . . 


2 

3 



6 

7 

6 

9 


A 


12 

13 

14 

15 

16 



2 1 2?' 


\2 2 

2 3 
.24 

25 

26 
77 

‘29 

'3 0 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

3 6 

\n 

f 

b 8 

3 9 

40 

41 

42 

43 
.44 

45 

46 

4 7 


48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 
. ^ 

r ' 

•56 

r »“ 


.Sc 

59 








This man, they all tell me, will males a splendid .y^fcaess in, not only 
the Roan case, but the Smith case, and is perfectly willing to tes- 
tify at the final trial in the State Courts ‘and in Federal Court. 

I have never had an opportunity to tails to him* On account of hi e 
value as .a witness, I had two Agents, Agent Burger and Street, 
company him out of Pawhuska, and they reported^to me -yesterday tnat 
they were in Guthrie with him, all of which is entirely satisfactory 
to him.- 


It is impossible to try to write you concerning an of 
the details in connection with this case and I am desirous, at an 
early opportunity, to see you and go over the matter with you per- 
sonally. I believe that this is about the best time that I have had 
in order to get to do this, for up until the time that Hale and Ramsey 
wpre bound over by the District Judge at their habeas corpus hearing, 
they have kept us very busy endeavoring to keep them in Jail. Then, 

I not only want to discuss the Osage case with you, but I have tr.6 
Bxie Fife case in such shape that I think that we are able to start 
prosecution, for, in my opinion, we have enough information at the 
present time to get a conviction in this case; also, there are a number 
of other cases of a like nature that I would like to go over with you. 
Since we have started and made a success with the Osage Indian c_se, 
the . information is coming in thick and fast in reference to the.- Ind- 
ian frauds. 


Respectfully, 
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Kr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 

Department of Justice, Personal - Conf idential. 

Washington, D. C. ~~ “ “ .. - K 

“ **■ ^ 

Deal' Sir; 

In He; 77. K. (Bill) Hale, John Ramsey, 
Ernest G. 3urkhart - Osage 

Indian Murders.** 

I arc herev/ith enclosing to you photographs and 
descriptions of the above individuals, which were taken by 
Sheriff Harve M. Fi*eas, of Osage County, Oklahoma, 

" hese ap e the first photographs taken of these 
parties by the officers, and are handed to you for ycur per- 
sonal information. 

I will have others passed to you for the records 
of the files there. 


Respectfully, 
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Dear Sir i 



In He* Z* Zb (Bill) Hale, Jc/un Sanse^, 
i’V-?.'* Xrnoet 0, Burkhart* 

- - ' 'M’V 5 > 0s*g» Indian ISarders. 


Referring to your report Anted April 3, 1926, On tae 
above subjects, please be adviced that an exaelaatlc-a 
0/ taa reoord s of our Identification Division discloses 
the following infomatiea* 

Subject as Williaa X* Hale* #1197, no additional lnfon*- 
ation or data other than that contained i.a print *1197, 
received fron Sheriff’s Office, Barhatta, Ckla., aaroh 
25, 1926. 

So eject 63 John ^EJnsey, #1198, no additional infurcation 
or uata otner -bar. that contained on prir-t yll98 f re- 
ceived Larch 26, 1926, from Sheriff’s Office, PawhuSfca, 
Oklah$aa« 

^abject ae Hrnest G # 3uifchmrt, #1199, no additional infora- 
ation or data other than that contained on print jllSS, 
received Sarah 25, 1926, frew Sheriff’s Office, P&whuska, 
Gtcluhona. 


Very truly yours. 
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case originated at ptl a horaa City, 


7 repORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: 

® Guthrie^OklaT 4/3/26 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 

3/21 to 4/3/26 

REPORT MADE BY; 

F. S. Smith , ^ - • 

ft n_E: . ■ 

- m Kj o 

^2 S.ss ’.V. K. Hale and John Ramsey. - 

13 ' V ^ 

b 4 

CHARACTER OF CASE: } 

Murder of Osage Indians, j 0 . 
Anna Brown, et al. * 




lo. c. File #70-1 \ 


JO I KT - REPORT OP ALL AGE1TT3 OR THIS ASF IGJGSITT. 


W. K. Hale and John Ramsey bound over March 17, 1526, without 
bond to await trial ’in District Court of Csege J&yjxty for murder 
of ’.7. E. Smith. On March 27, 1926, in habeas corpus hearing 
in District Court of Osage County, 77 . K. Hale and John Ramsey 
were denied bail. Defendant Ramsey repudiated the truth of 
statements previously made by him to Dept, of Justice Agents. 

On April 1, 1926, Ernest Burkhart, charged by StatS of Oklahoma 
jointly with Hale and Ramsey with murder of »/• E. Smith, at 
preliminary hearing was held without bail. Matt IT. Williams 
questioned by State Prosecutor, T* J. Leahy,, and the results 
thereof. Request made by Matt E. Williams for protection prior 
to testifying against .7. K. Hale, et al . Various leads, 
furnished by interested citizens of Osage ’County, now being 
followed up. CONTINUED. 
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ft&ference - Is made to all previous reports in above entitled matter, with 
special attention to report of Agent Smith dated 3-20-26. 

ue 
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^DETAILS AT PAWHU3KA , 0KLA, 




l J v 


42 

4 3 In a preliminary held before Osage ‘County Judge Justis at Pawhuira, Okla., 

,4\4hich ended on March 17, 1926, in the matter of State of Oklahoma versus V. K. 

4 Sale ana John Ramsey, charged with the murder of «7* E. Smith, these defendants were 
, 4 bo und over without bond for- trial in the District Court of Osage County , Ckla*, 

4^nd are in the custody of the Sheriff of Osage County. 

4 8 

49 On March 27, 1926, in a. habeas corpus hearing before the District Judge 
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^of Osage County, at Pawhuska, Gkla., 7/. K. Hale and John Ramsey were denied hail. 
gDefendant^-JtffHWy, at this hearing was placed on the witness stand, and he re- . . 
^pudiated Mil previous statements made by him to Department of Justice -Agents atf 
ftut hrie,®tla • (See Agent F. S. Smith’s report dated 1-21-26 covering statements 
RaqiseH 'J 

•Jy ’ District Judge of Osage County publically announced that .V. K. nlle 

3 %nd John Ramsey will be tried for the murder of ’J. E. Smith, at Pawhuska, at a 
'^date to be determined later during the coming May term of the criminal District 
^ourt of Osage County. 

17 

’i g On April 1, 1926, in a preliminary hearing before the Justice of the 

rReace at Pawhuska, Ernest 3urkhart, charged by the State of Oklahoma with murder 
^*jSwonhection with the killing of W. E. Smith, was found over without bond to 
* rial in 'the District Court of Osage County, Oklahoma^.. Ho testimony was 
Offered by the defense at^this hearing. 

23 ? V 

^TATEMEET MADS BY MATT IT. .71LL1AMS : 

25 " . * 

yg Reference is had to report of Agent Smith dated Feb. 20, 1926, captioned 

2 *fS above, with special attention directed to Page 5, covering statement made by 
1ST. Williams. 

V9 ' 

'30 On March 29, 1926, at Pawhuska, Mr. T. J. Leahy, specially employed to 

3 ^ssist the State of Oklahoma in the prosecution of 7. K. Hale, et al, questioned 
33a tt IT. 7illiams and obtained from him the following statement in question and 
33 nswer form: 

34 

3 5 /’State of Matt IT. 7/ilIiams made to Mr. E. J. Leahy on 

36 March 29, 1926, at the Oklahoma Hotel, Pawhuska, Okla. 

uA 7 --^v 

jj 8 ' PRESS1TT: Mr. T. J. Leahy 

739 Mr. Matt IT. Williams 

40 Examinat ion by Mr. Leahy: 

4 1 

42 Q. Your name is Matt Williams? 

*4 3 A. Matt K. Williams. 

44 

,45 Q. And your residence at the present time is v/here? 

;4 6 A. Pawhuska, Oklahoma. 

4 7 

4 8 Q. You have lived in and around Osage County for how many 

49 years? . - ' 

50 A. 35 years. 

51 i r 

52 IQ. You formerly lived at Ralston, Oklahoma? I 

53_*A,.Yes. | 

.54 I 1 

j, •> : V: . J You know 7. K. Hale? \ 

c 6 ^4 • Ye s . ( 


^0 $$ * 

■ 


Q . How long have you knows. him? 
A. About 35 years. 
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F. S. Smith 4-3-2S* 



Ididn^ think he had been in this county 35 years - 
Txhought about 25 years, 

r/all, I am 48 years old. Yes I have know him 35/hears. 

Since you have known Hale where has he been livini? 
Fairfax, Oklahoma. 

What has been his occupation? 

Cattle man, stock man, farming. 

Did you know 7. E. Smith? 

Yes. 


r 


/*- 

f 


And his wife, Rita Smith? 
Yes. 




V/ere you well acquainted with them? 
Yes. 


How long had you known them before their death 4 ? 

I have known Bill Smith for 30 years, and Rita’ I have 
known ever since she was bora. She was Lizzie Q f s girl. 

Did you know anything about the controversy between 7. K, 
Hale and Bill Smith over money 4 ? 

Yes. 


r» 

V 


4 


A. 


Just state what you know about that matter. 

Hale informed me that said Will lam Smith had loaned him 
$6000, and gave him a draft on the Rat Cook Bank. 

That -is in Ralston? 

Ro, Fairfax. He said he took that draft from that bank 
and deposited it in the First Rational Bank of Fairfax. 
Bill Smith gave him a check for it. 

Bill Smith? 

Yes. Rat Cook's records show that. 

Then was it he told you that? 

Let me see - that was - well, I remember the time. I met 
him and Louis in the road. .Hale at that time was going to 
Pawnee and he gave me *200 and we went down to the Jay & 
Jay Drug Store. 

Where is that? 

Pawnee, and he cashed a check for 7. K. Hale, and Cecil 
gave me the $200. 

Tho is Cecil? 

Cecil Jay. 


f 
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Q. That v/a s that £200 for? 

A. Just borrowed, 

>w go on and tell anything further you know about the 
controversy between Eale and Smith over this £6,000. 

A* Then Bill Smith’s wife, Rita - Bill Smith had met f\7. K, 
Hale at the Spurrier Garage, Fairfax, Oklahoma* 

k Q*^That is Spurgeon, isn’t it? 

A. Yes, Bill Spurgeon* And Smith demanded this $6,000. In 
consideration of the same, ',7. K* Hale had purported to soli 
a bunch of cattle in the Creek Country to ,7. E* Smith, 

Q. C/a s that false or true? 

A. That is right* 



Q. 

A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 

A* 


Q. 

A. 


But did he sell the cattle to Smitt? 

Ho, he went down and shewed Rita the cattle* 
a frame up betv/een Smith and Hale* 


That was just 


A frame-up to keep Urs. Smith from knowing he had loaned 
Hale the £6,000? 

Ho, she knew it, but that wa3 supposed to be in payment. 
They went to the Creek Country, Eale, Smith and his wife, 
and they showed the squaw these cattle in the Creek Country. 
Then after that Hale cone to my room over the First national 
Bank* 


Q. 7hat time of the day or night was that? 
A. Three o'clock in the morning* 



Over the First Rational Bank in what tov/n? 

Ralston, He called me out. Sleeping with me that night 
was Everett Goodson, He called me out and says to me, "llatt, 
I think you made the best witness I ever seen in that Jes 3 
Smith case,” 

That is Hale said that to you? 

Yes. He said, " I want you, accompanied by John ilorris 
and Louis Oiler, to go to Pawhuska tomorrow morning and swear 
the following: That Bill Smith had told you that I paid 
him this money in full in cash at different times and places; 
that he, 7. E. Smith, had spent this money for whiskey and 
on women; that is the only reason he couldn’t acknowledge 
the debt paid in full,* because iv would bust him up with his 
wife, Rita.” And he solicited my testimony tc swear to that, 
that he received the money in full from 7. K* Hale, but the 
Only reason he couldn't acknowledge same was because it would 
e at the expense of losing his squaw. 

i 

>/as anyone present when he told you that? 

Ho, we was out. Everett was sleeping in the room. 


All right, go on. 


f 


A, I said, "Bill, this Smith is an uncle of my former wife, and 
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?. 3. Smith 4-3-25, 


t 


I am just about to get back again with Pose. VThile I 
r mml A like to accommodate you, but I don't care to have 
anything to do with it for the reason stated. 

Q. Rose was your former wife? 

A. Yes. 


QV Row, was the ca3e tried at that time? 

A. A continuance was granted. Rale had the case put off. 

3. Did he talk to you about it af terwards again? 

A • Ye s • 

Q. Tell where ana what he said and when. 

A. .Well, he said afterwards , said they practically, settled 
the case, because Rita was the only one who was crowding 
him and she was blowed up now and couldn't testify. 

*1 • -Vas that before or after the Smith home v/as blown up? 

A. After, about ten days after. Another time. Bill Smith 
come to my home at Ralston, previous to this tics, and 
said, "If Hale don't' settle up with me I am going to 
inform on him for the murder of Anna Brasm* I told Smith 
at the time, "Bill, you are talcing a long shot, because 
Hale has already asked me about this thing, and you better 
move off that Creek over there, because he will get you 
there sure. He at that time told me he was going to 
move to Fairfax, 

% 'Q. Smith did? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How after that, did you tell lisle what Smith said about 

informing on him with reference to the Anna Brown killing? 

A . Ye s . 

Q » Just state what he said. 

A. I said, "Bill was over here and told me he was going to tell 
on you. Hale, in connection with the killing of Anna Brown." 
A-fter this murder that morning they come to his house on the 
Gray horse Creek and informed him of the act being committed. 

V 


-* 

t 

I j'mad 

■ inf 
wag 


V7ho had do n^/ that? 

Kelsie Horrison and Byron Burkhart, 
house that '‘morning. ^ 


They wont to Bill Smith’s 


Go on and tell what you told Bill Hale. 

I told Bill Hale, I said, "Bill smith’s been over here anc' 
imade that assertion, "and I said, "Sill, he is going to 
inform on you." He si/id, "I will put him away, because it 
ht to have been dome years ago." He asked me at that 
time of some man th ^ would put Bill Smith away, and I 
told him Blackie Thompson may due that for him. He said he 





■ ~a 


■t 


f 


; a 


a 6C 


R* Hale et al 


Page 6 


( 


" r * V ^ 


A 


6 

7 

6 

9 

r\ 

\i 
>1 2 

13 

14 

15 

16 




21$ 
•2 2 
2 3 ! 
.24 

25 

26 
27 

P*A«* 1 
l <29~ 
'3 0 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

> 7. *,, 

D8" " 

39 

40 
U 
42 
‘4 3 
44 
-4 5 
.46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 


. > 


•56 
5 7 
.5 8 


r f 

•> 


F. S. Smith 4-3-2G. 


didn»t know whether Blackie would do that or not 
and ’ranted me to get in coittrgrsation anu ask hcw’he 


could get in touch with Al> Spencer^- I told him il 
Spencer come to se my friend, Sd'Bnyder, living on riain 

S f r>Q £> -f i . b ™ - L *' i 


P‘ 

a s P e _ 

9 Street, Pawhuska, Oklahoma , and probably 2d Snyder could 

m arrange a meeting between him, V/. x, Hale and Al 

V if /L^°* Uldxi,t pul1 that deal 1 tho ^ h t John 

Ramsey would. 1 think that was about three months 
•before the Smiths was killed, 

Q. Row you say you suggested to him at that time that m-vb» 
John A »amsey would do it 9 * ~ 

A. 'Yes. 

7/hat did he say with reference to r that? 

A. He said Ramsey was kind of a shuckle- beaded boy and he 
dian t know whether he could trust him or not. 

Q. Did you see Ed Snyder? 

A. Yes. t ^ 

Q. IThere? 

A. Down at his home on 12ain Street. 

# 

Q. Did you tell him what Bill Hale wanted* 

A. Yes. 

Q. 7/hat did he say? 

A. He refused to have anything in the worl.. to do with it. 

Q. Now between that time and the time the Smith home was- 

blown up aid you have any further talk with Hale about it? 

A. Before the blowing up? 

Q. Yes. 

A, Before the blowing up, yes. 

Q, . Did he talk with you about Ramsey any more? 

A. No, I don't believe he did. 

Q. After the house -ras blown up did he talk to you about Haasey? 
Q . State what he said. 

A. That was when he told me, "As far as we are concerned, 

she will never be able to testify any more. She was reall" 
the only one l was afraid of." 

3 

Q. j 7/hat did he say about Ramsey blowing the house up? 

He saia the deal was pulled off according to schedule. 

Q# Did he say through Ramsey? 

A. No, I don't believe he did. That was the tdje I nhoned for 
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Q. Did you have any further talk about it at any other 
tine - about the blowing up of the Smith hone or about 

y? 

Uo, X believe that was the last conversation I had with him. 


A 


[Q. Where was it you had that? 

Over at Ha Is ton in the middle of the' street between the 
J?irst National Bank and that little restaurant, about five 
o'clock one afternoon. I phoned his wife and told her to tell 
Bill to come to me and he came down to see what I wanted. But 
he at numerous and other times for the last two years had 
ment ioned about killing Bill Smith, with the eauity that ho 
may have his estate. In the first place Bill arranged for me 
to Uarty Mollie, Brnie Burkhart's wife. He said, "You can 
marry Moliie and change from one to the other and finally wind 
up with the estate. I had been going wlthMai-lie and they 
moved a house down there on the creek .for Hoi lie and I to get 
married in. That is the -first proposition Bill and I started 
out with in this deal. 

Q* Matt, have you any motive of any kind in "telling this story 
other than to Just let the court know what you know? 

A. Hone whatever. 

Q. Is there any enmity or ill-feeling on ycur part toward Bill 
Hale and John Bamsey and Bluest Burkhart? 

A* Not at all. I never had a cross work with them in my life, 

C„. Is there any promise of reward held out to you? 

None whatever. I have got no indictments or bonds cr trouble 
of any kind in the world. 

Q. You have no occasion for seeking immunity from prosecution of 
any' kind? 

A. No, there is nothing against me. There aint no warrant no 
place in the world for me, and further, ',7. K. Hale solicited 
my aid. He told my brot her-in-law, Thoms Hat thews , to ecus 
to Jail to see him, and he made the statement to my ore t her- 
in-law, Thomas 3. Hat thews, he says, "My God, is Matt going 
to testify against me? See him and see what you can do with 
him." Ke said, "My God, I never in the world had nothing to 
do with this at all." He says "See Matt as so.n as convenient 
and send him to me.” Th^t is what Tom told me dovsi in the 
street • , 

Q. ‘Tom Matthews is a brother of Hose? 

A full brother. 

, . j&nd he is also a member of the Tribe? 
fYes. 

now, suppose we go to the Anna Brown murder, That is 
the information you have on that matter? 

A. Nell, that is awful strong. 
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Q. Pell the vrtiole thing just as you know it. Tho was in it 
and all about where you first got your information* 

. I think it was on the 21st day of 2iay, 'my birthday. 

Q* '«7hat year? * 

A. That was in - 

tT* 1922? 

A. I believe Anna was killed in 1921, no 192.., and Smith in 
1923 - Hay 21, 1922. At Ralston, Oklahoma, about 8 0 block 
in the evening, Byron Burkhart and Anna Brown, d rising a 
Bui ck car , come to Ralston, Oklahoma , come uo to my room 
and purchased two quarts of whiskey, Byron Burkhart paying 
for same, £>15*00. Ee told me at*that" time- was going to 
'• ceet kelsie Morrison at the end of the birdge. I said 
"77hat you going 'to do,. Byron?" He said, "I’m going to do 
some work for Uncle Billie tonight." 


r 


<a. 

A • 


36 

5? 
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»Vho was Uncle Billie? 

Hale. He said he had made arrangements with Shorty ATheeler, 
Fred .7heeler, to bring them some more whiskey at the Salt 
Creek bridge about nine or ten o ’clock. I let 7/heeler have 
my car, a Harwell roadster. He got there just as they was 
killing Anna Brown. He heard her scream. Byron Burkhart 
was holding her in his arms, Xelsie Morrison beating her 
over the head with a six-shooter from behind. They carried 
her to the bank of the creek. She still showed life anu taoy 
sh-'t her in tho back of the head. After t;iat ±*elsie Morrison 
come to my place - my sister lived out here, ana be was 
living with Bill Stut son's widow - and tola me "Matt, that 
was the most brutal deal ever I pulled off." After that Shorty 
7/heeler was released or escaped from jail somehow and pur- 
ported to go to Srnest Burkhart's house to receive expense 
money to -get out of the country and has never been seen or 
heard of since. 

7/ho told you about how they killed Anna Brown? 

Shorty Wheeler and Kelsie Morrison both. 

You didn't know anything about it until after the killing 
was over? 

Ro . , 

V/bat you stated here is what they told you? 

Yes. 

i-» 

«Vbere is Relsie Morrison now? 

, In the State Penitentiary doing nine years. 

^here is Byron Burkhart? 

lax. He married Rose LaSarge - not LaSarge, but Las ley - he 
married his widow, 

— - ^ " v 1 ' r* - ~ ■%r i 1 l i * ^ J |, ~ r ' ’ ' ■ " "■*' ' ■ r 

about*- 1 tekAnha* l^nBwh harder? ’’ 
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A. All he ever said to me was ’’One by one they are going." 

'oTSow, to be sure your statement is clear, Hatt, Byron Burkhart 
and Anna Brown came to your place in Balston about eight ' 
o’clock in the evening. 

A. Yes, on May 21st, my birthday. 

^^And they told you they were going to meet Kelsie Itorrison at 
the end of the bridge? 

A. Yes, and they did because they went to Katherine 'Cole’s 
house and left Katherine Cole there and took Anna and went 
to the creek. 

Q. All you know is what they told you? 

A. , Yes. •* , ‘ • jwv-. 

Q. Was Anna 'Brown killed at the place where they told you 
she was killed? 

A. Yes, she was found two days afterwards there. I thin.; they 
found her on the 23rd ro 24th. X remember it plain, because 
it was on my birthday, the 21st. 

Q. 1-Tow have you any reason in this Brown murder case or any 
motive or purpose in telling this story, except to advise 
the officials of the truth of the matter? 

A. nothing in the world - the same as I would have done a few 
years ago, but I W3S afraid of the consequences to a man if 
he volunteered this information. 


‘ Q. You would have been afraia if you told all you knew yo a would 
have been bumped off like the- others? 

A. Yes, and 1 would too. Bracken's been after me for two or 
three years, but I never did tell him. I was afraid of this 
court house on the hill. • 

Q. You were afraid the State authorities would act rive you 
the proper protection? 

A. Absolutely. It looks bad for me, for a man who knows these 
things, but there is just a lot of people like me who knows 
these things, and is afraid to tell them. 

Q* iVith reference to the Henry Ho an murder. Had anyone talked 
to you about that prior to the time Henry Boan w~s killed? 

A. Hale. 
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»7hat did^ he tell you? 

V/ell, he come up about the insurance on that Indian for 
j;,,'25,0Q0 to Hale, and he asked me at that time and suggestod 
jbumping him off on the creek, I said, "Bill, how you going 
to get off with stuff like that?” he said, "Because * sold 
J&n some cattle, and the insu. ance was for the equity for 
what he owed mo for the cattle, because, "he sdd, "If Henry 
lives he would pay me, but if ho dies the insurance will make it 
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3* ./here was it he told you that? 
w ^sa^tff e ~AX Ha Is ton* 

How long before Henry was killed? 

A. About 30 days* 

L Q*. was it he said about bumping him off? 

• He said in the first place he to uld not need no more cattle. 

He said the insurance would cover that up. I said. M Hcv/ 
you going to bump him. Bill?" and he said, ’Dawn on the 
creek sometime." I said, "Bill, if you do that, you better 
bump him off in town some pi a c© . be cause if you bump him cf ' 
on an Indian allotment, the United State will assume 
jurisdiction.” 

V r * * ml ^ *" 

Q. 7/hat did he say to that? 

A * said, ”17o , Hat t , you are wrong. I talked to ,ohn 
, Ixman, and Tillman tells me the united States has no 

jurisdiction whatever in Osage bounty any longer. 

Q. Did he tell you anything about any plans he had further 
than bumping him off on the creek sometime? 

A. Yes, he told mo he had Bam say to do that. 

Q • *.ow did he tell you what, if anything, he was nay infr Hamsevi 
A. He said he was giving him £5000.00. 

How was he going to pay him? 

116 7 '* JS Gcing to poy him .£500 in money, a Herd car, and the 
* rest when he collected the insurance. 

Q. After Henry Boon was killed did y,u talk to Hale any about it? 
A. Yes.- 

7/he re? 

A. I talked to him over there. 7/he re was it i talked to him 
about that - I forget whether it was in Fairfax or Hals ton, 
but I remember the conversat ion. 

Q . -Tha t v/3 s it ? 

A. John Ramsey told me that he would only give him £200.00. 

Q • John Ramsey told you? 

A. Yes. He owed him £300 and asked mo to see ..els and tell 
Hale he better settle up. I went and told Bill and said 
| "Ramsey is -liable to yelp, and you.. better give him the 
B other .$300.” He told me he would. 

Q «■ He j told you he would? . 

I afterwards seen Ramsey and he told me that he had. 

Q. Did you ever talk to Ernest Burkhart about any of these matters? 
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21 2f* Q. 

22 A 
25 

.24 Q, 

25 A, 

26 

‘2*? a, 

A, 

•29 

•30 

31 

32 Q, 
3 3 

34 

35 Q. 

36 

A« 

rj*r 

•39 

‘;o 

u Q. 

• 42 A. 

43 

44 Q. 

45 

,4 6 

4 7 A. 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 Q. 

53 

54 A* 


Ho, only just in a general way, I talked to Ernest 
^once^ about his connection with Hale. 

7/ith Kale? 

Yes, 

What did he saw? 

^flAi<»aid It would be his wife next and then he would be 
the next one. He said he ras afraid, of Hale and afraid 
to antagonize him in any way in the world. 

Hat 1 1 is there anything about any of these Osage murder 
cases that you have any further information on? 

17o t 1 don't think so. 

Anything you recall now that you omitted in going over this? 
Ho * I think that Vaughn case will finally terminate and — 


Do you have any information on that that wo -old be of ar.y value? 
Yes, 1 think Herb 2§urt pulled that. 


That is just a supposition on your part? 

Yes. I met Herb in the Grand Jury room and he "anti Sol 
Smith was in there, and he said "Hy God, Hatt, I am your 
friend," I said, "Yes, you aro Kerb." I owe him -37000 yet. 

You owe him *7000? 

Yes. Cf (Course, if he can wiggle our of it, let him wiggle. 

How do you feel now, Llatt, about the proposition of getting 
protection from now unt il this case is disposed of in court? 

I don't believe anybody - of course, here is the proposition, 
don't anybody know until I take the stand about my statements 
Hale is pretty wise. 

Of course. Hale knows what you know. 

Yes, he knows that very w«ll - he knows that. 

You understand that the Government is willing to afford you 
protection, if you want it, until such time as these cases 
are disposed of? 

Yes, I know that. It is just this way, if it hadn't been 
for you being connected with it, I'woulan't have done what 
I am doing. Decause you know a nan has got to know a man 
well to volunteer what I aradoing. 

Yo u»understuad , Hatt, that I wouldn't for anything have you 
kind of a- story, if it wasn't true 1 . 

Yes* J* l{aow that, and you know me well enough to know that 
* wftildn't tell it, if it wasn't true. It is bad enough 
to truth. Being connected like X am, I feel it is 

a matter of ju' tice. I believe the day is passed when a man 
will jus t get shot down by doing right. . ; ; 
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Do you also t\ 1 that it is a matter of your putting 
yourself right before the people by telling the truth? 

A« jriiaf is the only motive I have* I feel I owe that to 

■the nation anti tribe and people like you who is interested, 
■l ara skeptical, you know, I haven* t got confidence in every 
■nan, and all these statements - take the .records of all those 
■other people* and pretty nearly every bit of that testimony 
oorroborated to the dot. 


Q. .That is true, your statement fits in. 

A. I didn't know that until I volunteered. 

Q. As a matter of fact, it fits in with the confessions of Ernest 
Burkhart and John Ramsey. 

A* Yes, you know I had really washed ray hapds of it in Denver, 

and that is why I stayed there. I told John I washed my hands 
of it, and if you bad not been associated in the cas,e I 
wouldn't have done this, and you knew I wouldn’t do nothing 
only what is right. Here isthe only propstticn: it looks 
bad to a court or jury when a man like me knows this and 
didn't come out, but you know conditions here and the power 
Hale had. I wouldn't have been here to tell this story if 
Kale had known that. 


H 



On Hare h 29, 1926, I.Iatt 1". V/illiaras im de request in writing as follows 
Agents of this Bureau for protection prior to testifying against 
, et al: 
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" Pawhuska , Okl a . 

Harch29, 1926. 

J. P.. Burger. 

*• J • A. Street . 

In view of the fact that 1 do not feel that 
it would be safe for me to remain in Osage County, and also 
feeling that any man who willingly testifies in this case 
: is in danger of loosing his life if it is known, I would 
feel grateful to you men if both or either of you could 
accompany me until after the trial of the case of State 
■versus Hale & Ramsey. 

Yours Truly, 

3Iat> N. 7illiams. M 


V.» ./illiams is now and will be kept under surveillance by Agents 


\ 

ilojn is respectfully called to the fact that public sentiment in 
materially changed in the inter? st of the prosecution of .7. H. Hale 
divulged at preliminary and habeas corpus hearings, and 
being furnished Agents by interested citisens, all of which are 
with a view of obtaining corroborative evidence. 
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I am Iran soil ttiag hay* wi£h for your information 

"i>j . . . •_•; . <* ^ ^-.. j.- •• .--j -fef - ' . . v ' -A' ilr . ^ ’ -'i, . ^ ' ■ -f , 

copy of report eataitted by Agent Smith *&' Out hr ie 
OJrla#, dated .april 3rd 1926, in further regard to 
the c&seof the 0*3*. ys V«X» Hale &jcd*~*Tohu Haassy, 
harder of Osage Indiana. 


Very truly yours* 
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Director, 


’•#>> ; :y 




^*1 7, 1926. 






*r. T* B. White f 
°* Box 125, 
OWoirao? Oity, csrla. 
Beer Sir** 



w — - 




,. . '""-jnicetloE or 

i-*rca Slat, rtloi I have .... 

•v® read Tl & ooasiJsraiis ' 

iatereet. 

* 

1 toPa ^ * thi “ ti*. 5 o* awe ^ 
«m,r8d r 0 p the » torn , _ 

^ ***t Hickey to hi. 1 

head garters. 


Very truly 



Director. 
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At, 







Sr« 2. B. White, 

■ P.0# Bo* 1656, 

. Oklahoma City, Okla» 

£- -V; ' . ' V 

Bear Sir* 


A ✓ 

l/{V , 


I have Just left a conference with Special Ass 
Attorney General Bxown, in which he reuses ^ t . in- 
struct you to arrange to have Special Agents Bars 01 * andSmith 
at your offioe in Oklahoma City on Saturday morning, April 
34th, •© that ha may have a conference with you. Agent Burg er^ 
and Agent Smith* Ha suggests that Special Agent Davis he tent 
to relieve Agont Burger, who, I m informed, la with Hat . 

Williams. A 


at to? it ion* 


I wish that you would give this matter proper 


Very truly yours. 


* -H 




l"i rector. 


fj.- -r- .s 
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REPORT MADE AT: 
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. 

DATE WHEN MADE: 

Apr, 26,1926 
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4/4 to 4/23/26 
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ts W, K, Hale and John Ramsey 

« * 

CHARACTER OF CASE: ' * 

C 

Murder of Osage Indians, 
Anna Brown, et al. 



pVNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
8 . 

|W&* 


(0. C. File #70-1) 


A '••m-. ■» rM— n A » J» TJ^ T «.w.A T3„_„ - — „ _ A^_i1 *t/> A O O .' 
Aiiai^uwuv u a Aid ao auu auiiuoo^ uu ajua'aj. a 1 ** u&o, 

in the District Court of Osage County on charge of 
murder of W, E. (Bill) Snith.. Defendants plea of not 
guilty, date of trial set for Hay 24, 1926, Severance 
granted by District Judge. Motion by Counsel re- 
presenting Burkhart, Hale and Ramsey, filed to dis- 
qualify Sheriff and Deputies. Results 6f interview 
with Jack Price, Verbal statement by Jim Ballew 
concerning John Ramsey. Statement by M. M, Riches sin. 


31 

32 

-i -> 


concerning John Ramsey 


A crA-rt -f Tr^H o-n A f"rr _ 

* ? ***’* f 

J J 

34 


leased by John Ramsey. 

35 

• 



Reference: All previous reports captioned above* 


40 

41 

Re* Murder of V7. E. (Bill) Smith et al . 

4 3 

4 d 

** * On April 14th defendants Hale and Ramsey were arraigned before 

^ district Judge Worton on charge of murder of «V* E, Smith, Defendants plead Hot 


x»uiAiy, iTiai oaie May at tnis arraignment aerenaants attorneys asked 

4 that the County Attorney designate which of the defendants would be tried first, 
4 %he District Judge later agreed to allow the County Attorney until May 10th 
*%efore stating which of the defendants should be tried first. However, later on 

^ ^ DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACCS 


SPECIAL AGENT 
■*' IN Charge 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO 


Washington 


3 Files. 



CHECKED OFF: | 

NS AY 7 1^21 

JACKETED: I 
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ants attorneys Insisted that the defendant, who is to be tried first I 
and Judge Worton set April 24th as date of hearing at which tins it } 
finitely decided. At this hearing Judge Worton agreed to allow the I 
omey until May 10th before naming which' defendant would be tried fi^jst* 


7 W. K. Hale et^ a l Page 2 F. S. Smith 4 /2$y 

9 the deferents attorneys insisted that the defendant, who is to be tried first f 
name* and Judge Worton set April 24th as date of hearing at which tins it | 
^jwill -be ^finitely decided. At this hearing Judge Worton agreed to allow the I 
l^Sounty IVome; until May 10th before naming which' defendant would be tried final 

13 

14 On April 19th, ja. Burkhart, and Hale and Ramsey, through their 
I Attorneys, Grinstead, Scott, Hamilton & Gross; Freeling and Howard, and J. II. 

1 springer , filed motion in the District Court of Osage County, asking for an 
l"hrder removing Sheriff Harve M. Freas and ell his deputies from participating in 
18k he drawing of the Jury or from summoning or subpoenaing Jurors to try these 
pgiefendants, and that the Court appoint some suitable person to act in the place 
^Sfld stead of the Sheriff in the drawing of the Jury and the service of the 

*2 Jstfamons or subpoenas for said ’Jury. April 24th was dhte sflet-for hearing df 
. 2 Jhis motion. 

2 3\ 

,24 Reference is had to report of Agent F. S. Smith dated July 1?, 

2 9.925, captioned same, covering statement made by Dick Gregg, j * it h special 
2 attention to details of statement shown in this report ^on page 3 . 

2*7 

pR.. ./ 

’yySSULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH JACK PRICE. FAIRFAX. OKLA.. > 


31 Jack Price, now working at the Overland & Willys Garage, Fairfax, 

3 Oklahoma, was interviewed and stated that he was in the employ of W. IS* {Bill) 

3 Smith in 1922, on Smith's ranch near Grayhorse, Oklahoma, and that some time 
3 4n November, 1922, as he recalls three msn came to Smith's place about 3 P. M. 

3 5n an automobile, either a Stutz or a Hudson speedster with red wheels; that 
3 (they came into the house and talked with Smith in the interest of purchasing 

'Smith' e farm. Mr. Price detailed in every particular t*£e occurances at this 
'j&eeti^g and gave a complete description of the three^ersons at thi's meeting, 
OSrhioh in every particular fitted the description of*Diok Gregg, ^John Gregg and 
Y Clingan. Mr. Price was then confronted with Dick Gregg and John Gregg, 

$ hsd stated that the two men in every way resembled two of the men present at 
4Ahe meeting at Smith's ranch in November, 1922, and that while it had been 

4 Approximately since such meeting that in hi 3 best judgment, Dick Gregg and 
4 4Tohn Gregg were two of the men present there. Mr. Price minutely described 
4iee Clingan, even to the clothes and color of them that he wore. Both John 
,4<S-regg and Dick Gregg state that the description of Clingan as given by Price, 
41s correct in every respect* 

48 


ir ox ne 3 


- 1 i ' 

5 Verbal statement made bv Jim Ballew. Ponca City. Okla . 

.54 a i Informant stated to Agent Smith that sometime in the late Fall 

r %t 1922, ■Ohn Ramsey came to his { Ballew' s) ranch and was employed by him 
'^BAllewi afea lag repair work around the ranch; that he (Ballew) aided and 
r -> assisted Ramsey financially in a small way, for his services; tbat Ramsey at 
5^faat time was broke; that sometime around the following Christmas, Ramsey 
^tame to-kia and stated that his family needed some money and requested of 


Gt 
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Ballew moan of $100.00; that he (Ballew) granted this favor to Ramsey; that f 
^ oontinu®; on Ramsey assisted Ballew in building a garage and making other 1 
lraprovei®its oh the ranchi that sometime around the middle of January, 1923, RAnsey 
^itisappeaSd from the ranch for a few days, and returned with a new Ford roadster 
^ 3 sar; thaMhe (Ballew) became suspicious and questioned Ramsey as towhere he golj 
■■The car, and "Ramsey stated to him that be purchased the car new and paid cash 
, jfor it; that following this Ramsey spent a very little of his time at the ranch, 

^ claiming. to be sick and not feeling well enough to be able to work; that Ramsey 
, 3 rould return to the ranch at late hours of the night and appeared rather restless 
^and worried? that sometime around the latter part of January or early part of 
£ February, 1923, Ramsey came to him (Ballew) and told him that he (Ramsey) expected 
[. Ajphav© a bank roll soon and wanted to rent Ballewjs ranch; that Ballew told 

(Ramsey) that he did not want to rent his raijch, but suggested that Ramsey see 
iCirk Ballew and rent his place; Shat Ramsey then left and*cfid not draw wages 
^iue him ortake his belongings with him; that two or -three months later, the exact 
^Time he does not recall, Ballew next met Ramsey when Ramsey and his daughter 5 

*^$Lrove to Bal lew’s ranch in this new Ford, car; that Ramsey stated that he came cJt.r 
^Jome things that 'he left there; Ramsey on being questioned by Ballew as to where 
had been and where he was then living, stated that he was down near Fairfax 
.^nn a ranch, which e got thru Bill Hale or that Bill Hale had helped him get; 

^Jkhat it wa 3 so late in the season when he got this ranch, that the only thing 
could plant was feed stuff, but he expected to raise a good crop of that. 

3 L 

3 statement made by M» U. Ricbessin. Agent. Interior Department. Indian Service 
34 

3 ^ Mr. Richessin stated to Agent Smith that on a date, which he had 

j^orgotten*, subjects John Ramsey and Bill Hale came to his office in Fairfax, 

^ making inquiry concerning a certain portion of restricted Indian land, which 
rj Ramsey desired to lease, this property being situated as follows: 

39 

4 Q Lots 3 and 4, and Northwest 1/4 of 

• Section 1, Township 24, Range 4 East. 

■4 2 * 5 r i /? 

•43 Mr. Ricbessin states tint ha assigned Agent Henderson, who 

4 appraised this property, and that later, as he recalls, Mr. Scott Mathias, who 
^aras then trustee for the deceased owner of this property, came to his office 
,4^ company with John Ramsey, and a lease was consumated in favor of John Ramsey 
4 <or the above property, same being allotment #162. Mr. Richessin referred 
4 ^hese agent e to the Interior Department at Pawhuska, Oklahoma, for complete 
4 <pecord pertaining to this lease. 


Interior Department. Indian Service 


Lots 3 and 4, and Northwest 1/4 of 
Section 1, Township 24, Range 4 East. 


inter io: 


at Pawhuska . Oklahoma. 


54 ■ jThe records of the Osage Indian Agency office disclose that 1 

j, allotment** 168, tbe Northwest 1/4 of Section 1, Township 24, Range 4 Bast, 

.3 covering ^neriod from 1921 to 1925, was leased in the name of R. P. Martin, 

5 however, recoTdw disclose the name of John Ramsey as lessee of this tract; 

5 ^hat R. P. Martin is credited with the payment of lease rentals on Jan. 3, 1923 , 


; V ■, , 

. . • //> . 

:■ * / Cf ft 


■ '•* i 7 


Page 4 


F. S. Smith 4/26/26 


i of $475.00, same being paid by Cashier's check #5442, drawn on xb« 
onal Bank of Fairfax, Okla. 


^ From inauthentic sources information has been obtained to the 

Effect that after the arrest and incarseration of subjects Hale and John Ramsey 
i. Charged with the murder of Henry Roan, that Mrs. John Ramsey paid rentals on 
lan<i leases to the Indian Agency at Pawhuska, which were held by John 
i ft?*®?* a Cashier's check drawn on the First National Bank of Fairfax, and 
Cashierr s check was from funds of W. K. (Bill) Hale. It is very apparent 
the records of the Osage Indian Agency at Pawhuska ahT ‘ffceir branch office 
at Fairfax, under supervision of' Mr. Richessin, do not agree, and a thorough 
fhvestigation will be made in the interest of determining if the property In 
Question was leased for John Ramsey by W. K. (Bill) Hale, in award for hi. 

2 b leu iu "the murders of Henry Poan and others. ^ « 
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The "Osa g w " is located between the crooked Arkansas Kiver 
and the Kansas State line in the. northeasterly part of Oklahoma in 
what up to only a few yaars ago was barrel}, except for a few poor 
pastures; in fact, when the Osage tribe was forced to leave Kansas 
and settled into what now is called Osage, it was considered th:.’: i.iey 

-M 

had paid a million two huddred thousand dollars for a poor grave for 

< 

V 

the tribe. The area of the Osage is 2,277 square miles and the total 

t V v 

population increased approximately 350 percent between 1900 and 1920, j 
the last census showing 36,536 souls. 

In 1901 the mad rush for oil already had brought into the 

% 

county unscrupulous prospectors and the county actually produced in 
that year*. It was only a short time thereafter that some 2,000 0sage3 
found themselves facing the same problem which drove the Indian from 
Virginia and Itossachusetts which, except for a slight difference in 
tactic, was to have the same result, - the ultimate acquisition by tna 
^white man of all that the Indian possessed. Figuratively, the desert 
blossomed into a garden of roses and the Osages over night became the 

wealthiest people per capita in the world. In 1906 there were 2,22£ 

meters of the tribe, - today there are but 1,650. Tne Federal Gcverm- T 


me A onj June 28th, 1906 enacted a law known’ as the Osage Act under which 
th^£ # 22.9_ members of the tribe were to receive through the government 


5b A 
59 V 

K/F 

me 




Dikaia '/% . 




- / N 

> ■ / .t 


2 

“*4 

5 

6 ’ 
7 

E 

9 

n 

,1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


*• 


21^- 
•22 
2 3 * 

.2 4 

25 

26 
’2 7 

•‘29 

'30 

■31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
‘3 6 

[ ^ 7-v „ 

De ’• 

0 9 

40 

41 

42 
'4 3 
44 
.45 
;46 
4*7 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

•56 

57 

Sc 


- Z - 


r 

V an equal number of shares known as head rights growing out of the 
leasing of the property or portions thereof for the commercial 
production of oil, and the total value of each individual share 
covering the period from 1906 to the present date is $72,130, 
exclusive of certain other benefits growing out of civil damage 8 f 
et cetera* An Osage .born subsequent to June 28, 1906 would inherit 
only his proportionate share of his ancestor’s headrights as one 
of the 2,229 enrolled in 1906, since which -time the tribe has 
received a total of $185,000,000 through the Government, 

The acquisition of this wealth can not be said to have 
constituted a blessing, either to the tribe as a whole, or the 
individual members, for after all, wealth while bringing comfort, 
also brought disease, immorality, and an extravagance which is 
appalling. Uodern homes, with all of the present day conveniences 
have been built for members of the tribe, only to have them roll 
up in their blankets and sleep in the yard, and in fact many of the 
homes have a wigwam or canopy outside in which the Indians spend 
a large amount of their time when not driving over the country in 
automobiles, or away on even less wholesome missions. 

Among the many * adve nturous prospectors and other white 
t men who came to Oklahoma, was one ’VILlIAM K* ("BIG BILL") HALS, 

1 wio had been identified with the cattle business in Texas, an old 

I ' 

^friend of frontier showmen, and a man wnose desire for riches and 
power was devoid of scruple. There either came with him, or later 

SST^' 
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Joined him, , in. Osage, , County , his nephevfe ERESS?/ BRYAE BURRHART 
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who, with their brothers,, were employed by and under the 

nance of HALE, who by one means and another had acquired 
sufficient wealth to become known as '♦the King of the Osage". 
He had in his employ from time to time a number of reckless 
characters many of whom were either ex-convicts or fugitives 
from justice and* were known killers' for* a price-. 'There are 

«» t- 1 .*.;/> Via A hayfl+.n o nr) marTraH fie 1 9 zrr-.ri A. fa e art + i rra 1 -t 

Gt «■ W A M V V | UMA AiVfV* A f ^ f V fi 4- f * V UpV W W * ■ \i | 

two photographs of HALE, his ranch house at Greyhorse, Ckin. 
and one of the entrances to his pastures, the last giving a 
fair idea of the nature of the country, and incidentally, the 
full faced view of HALE having the accidental background of 


prison bars. 

LIZZIE Q, otherwise knov/n as LIZZIE KILE, was an Osage 
squaw, who, in 1920 already was old and in bad health. Her own 
estate approximated £200,000* She had three daughters, Anna, 
Uollie and Rita. Anna was a dissolute cuaracter and notorious 


in the Osage, with a preference for white men, wit.u several o: 


whom from time to time she had had affairs, and at least one of 
whom, Odie BR0\7N, she married, in 1920 her estate approximated 
^100,000. Rita married one AY. E. ("BILL") SUITS a white man with 


whom sne lived up to the time of the destruction of both of them. 

f 

*, 1I0LLIE became tue wife of SRKEST BURKHART and is living witn .:im j 

i . j 

1 today. MOLLIS appears to have been the first means to draw to \ 

\ 

‘HALE, through the BURKHARTS, tne assets of tne entire family. 
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Anna nad "been somewhat intimate with at least one of 


tiie BtJRKHARI hoys hut apparently sue was too notorious for even 
the BIBKKARTS to contract a formal marriage* No one knows what . 
became' of her husband, Odie BROWN, and tne disappearance of a 
squaw-man in the Osage, or the re-marriage of a squaw without 
any inquiry or investigation as to the existence of her husband, 
were matters which too evidently did not. concern anyone. But 
Anna BROWN haa money, and the stake was large* In 1920, 1,122*1. , 

Q, the aged mother, had been brought to ERNEST BUREHArT’S home 
at Greyhorse and was living with her daughter* She was the second 
of the family taken directly under the wing of uALE in the general 
scheme. Early in 1921 she developed a malady which very evidently 
would result in her death. Sne had been induced to make a will, 
leaving the bulk of her estate to ERNES? BUBXBaRT * S wife and child- 
ren, and with the control exercised by the ^UREHaRT S and HALE this 
meant that the white men really had the money within their grasp. 
But there were higher stakes which might be won. If tne olu 
woman should outlive ANNA BROWN then, under the law of the State, 
the fortune would be increased by ‘half of ANNA BROWN’S, whereas, 
if ANNA should outlive her mother, the greater part of her fortune 

would be diverted to collaterals. 

'LIZZIE Q was sinking and something had to be done. j 

] On May 27th, 1921, the decomposed and swollen corpse of 
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ANNA BROWN was found in a ravine Just off the Pawhuska - Fairfax 
, Road and not far from the rc&c. which leads from Grey horse* Photo- 
graph #5 shows the Greyhcrse road at the head of the ravine wnere 
the body was found. Photograph #6 shows a general view of the 
ravine, and photograph #7 the exact spot in which the tody was 
found. Photograph #6 is an old picture .of JtfTNA BROWN. The hunters 
who found the body went at once to Fairfax and notified F.. S* 
TtIRTEN an undertaker who, with Doctors J. G. and D. A. SHCUN . 

^ A 

proceeded to the place and found a crowd of persons had assembled. 
The body was identified as being that, of ANNA BROWN and a rude 
autopsy was held snowing that death had resulted from a gun shct 
wound, evidently from a 32 calibre revolver, the bullet entering 
the head from the real*. It was very evident that death hacl taken 
place a number of days prior to that time, and tne last time tnat 
ANNA BROWN had been seen alive was on the night of Hay the 22nd, 
1921. The undertaker and doctors made a very hurried examination 
and for seme reason they began tneir search for the bullet by . 
opening the skull by sawing it in half vertically, rather than 
removing a cap horizontally. They were Enable to find tne 
bullet and the body was .bapied, although half of the skull was 
preserved by the undertaker* 

w f 

W. E. SMITH, the hustand of Rita, suspecting the parties 


i responsible and the entire county having bean disturbed over tne 
—■ «any murders and mysterious disappearances of Indians shortly 
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theretof ore , immediately started an investigation independent cf tr. 


r 


authorities and it soon became known that through an expend! tnre of | 

a large amount of money, SMITH had acquired sufficient evidence to 

justify his suspicions that HALE was responsible for the death. 

There was no doubt but ANNA SHOWN was dead and that the 

estate of LIZZIE Q* her mother, hud acquired at least half of her 

property* Tne next expected happening actually occurred two months 

after ANNA BROVIN died, old LIZZIE Q passed away at the nemo ci her 

^ •+ 

daughter, MOLLIS BURKHART, the wife of ERNEST, and the niece of 

BILL EAIE by marriage, and with her death tne estate augmented by 

* 

half of ANNA BROWN'S, passed in bulk tc the BURKHARTS. BRYAN BURKHART 
was arrested and cnargea with the murder of' ANITA BROWN in the State 
courts* HALE furnished bond for him and BRYAN was acquitted. 
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Things apparently were running favorable to HALS and 
nephews and nothing of particular interest in this story 


occurred until January 1923, other than the finding of the bodies 
of JOE GrRHYHGRSE, ANNA SANDFORD and others who evidently had been 
the victims of similar plots. 

ANNA BROWN had a cousin, a full-blooded, .Osage Indian, 
named E2NRY ROAN who, in January 1923, was living with his wife 
MARY, also a full-blooded Osage, and their children at Fairfax, 
Oklahoma. ROAN frequently left home for as much as tnree or four 
weeks at a time on drunken sprees, so that when he left the house 
on January 26th, 1923 and was not seen for several days, there was 
no excitement. However, on February 6th, an Indian boy ran across 
an automobile in a swale or small canyon about five miles northwest 

i 

of Fairfax and about 200 yards from the road. He ran to Fairfax 

and brought two officers who found ROAN’S body on the front seat of 

his car where he evidently had been dead several days, shot through 

the head from the rear. An inquest did not develop any inf ormavion 

other than that he came to his death by a gun shot wound. This, in 

itself, was not particularly indicative, but a short time thereafter, 

HALE presented for payment an. insurance policy issued by the Capitol 

Life Insurance Company of Colorado, for §25,000 on the life of HENRY 

ROAN. The Company refused to pay the indemnity on the ground -of 

] 

fraud and misrepresentation ana HaLB entered a suit in the Federal 
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9 Court* This brought forth an examination of the various court 

^records which in themselves disclosed that at the time ROAR peti 

tioned the District Court of Osage County for the appointment of 

a guardian, he owed HALE $6,000, balance due on the purchase of a 

house in Fairfax, and tnere evidently was no other insurable interest 

Of HALE in the life of Roan, a short time, prior to his death, ROAR 

' ■ ■ ... - - . 

was known to have had some personal difficulties witn one EOT BUTCH, 
a wane man who was unduly attentive to HGAK'S wife. It was known 
that EQA1T and BOTCH had teen looking for' each other on several 
occasions when use would be made of arms. Therefore, when H OAK'S 
tody was found, a rumor was started that BOTCH was responsible for 
the death. Tms rumor appeared to be confirmed by the fact that 
BOTCH married HOAX'S widow a very short time after the finding of 
HOOT'S body. The rumor was started by HALB himself. There appears 

to have bpen at the time no serious attempt to identify and prosecute 
anyone for ROAR'S murder. 
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of ANNA BROWN was living in a conifer table home, as shewn by photo-, 
'graph #9, with his wife ana a white servant girl named EEITIB 
BROOKSHIRE, see photograph #10* SMITH had continued his active 
investigation of the. murder of ASK A BROW and had had an open break 
with HALE, due not only to his letting it; be known that he had the 

evidence involving HALE in the murder of AKKA, but also because of 

•* 

a demand which he had made upon HALE for $6,000 and whiefc KALE had 
refused to pay* SMITH was known to be apt to take action to enforce 

p 

his claim against KALE and at 2 o’clock on the morning of March the 
10th, 1923, less than two months after the finding of HENRY ROAN’S 
body, SMITH’S home at Fairfax was blown up, his wife RITA and the 

m 

servant NETTIE BROOKSHIRE being killed instantly, and SMITH himself 
being mutilated so that he died within a few days, but not before 
making a dying declaration to the effect tnat the only enemies he had 
in the world were HALE and the BURKHARTS. 

With the passing of RITA SMITH, the last of the members of 
the family of LIZZIE Q was done away with, leaving alone her daughter 
MOLLIE who now lives at Pawhuska with her hus : and ERNEST BURKHART , 

■ f 

the nephew of HALE; and in addition to the wiping out of the $6,000 
ilaim which SMITH held against HALE, RITA’S property it was felt 


ml*oj would go to the surviving sister, MOLLIE BURKHART* However, a 1 

1 ^1 ba d been made by RITA and her husband, under which the survivor V 

of the two was to acquire the estate of the first to die, and SMITH 

*. -iV. t» -tv .■> t »_• sjaaw* . : c <A *«.. A# 








r&r 


“■went 


to -a daughter of SMITH'S by a former marriage, a girl in 
sas unknov/n to HALE and the BURKHARTS# The debris of what 


once had been a home, remained for sane time a norrible monument 
to HALE, - but neither he nor anyone else, ior that matter, was 
run down until the Department of Justice sent into the country a 
number of its men carefully selected because otAheir knowledge 
of Indian and frontier life, their indomitable courage and per- 
sistence over seemingly insurmountable obstacles* How they po-tu 
as "medicine men", prospectors, cattlemen; how they many times were 
framed; how they were hunted and lost; how they uncovered scores of 
false leads and faked confessions; how they gathered from all parts 
of the country the small bits of evidence and finally why they 
..took prisoner the "King of the Gs-ge", will net be told until one 
evidence comes from the witnesses on the stand* 
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For your Inf or nation I am guotin^ 1»lb» V*ttf t#graa 
Juat received in the Bureau from our Oklahoma City 
Office » 

•BETAS BOBKHART AXD KELSST HCRHX90H FXLHD OH PA'SHUSZA 
BY STATE ADTH03ITIS3 iHJRUSE ASHA BROWS BURZSiRTS 
PHaUHISABT HSARIHG TEST5RIUX BXSUIR'HJG US C01SaIT?IHG 
HAOI^mtH H0LB1HG HI* *m0U2 BCED." 
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Fur tber with regard. to the Osage Harder oaaa 1 as 

quoting below a talegraa reoeiwd fro« oar Oklahoma 
City Orfioat 

•ZaifiST U0ffiI30S C0HF3SSBJD YKST5HBAY HILARY iff 
OOINHCTIOH KILLUTtr AfflA BHOWI, UtPLXCAl'IR* BHYaH ’ 

borkhaht abd bill Hals, also tgid op phopcsiiiois 

1UOS HUJ BT HAIS TO BLOF IIP 3HITH HOMS. * R2P0HT 
FOLLOW . IP POSSIBLS HAV3 ACEB2’ 'BBSS PAfHUSKA HAT 
24th TO TSSTIPT IB BBffiBST BT7BKKABT CASS*" 


?sry truly yours. 
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Dear Sir: Ro> W. 2. Hale, at &1, 

Osage Indian Murders . 

• '-. . • ...;■ C£ Kay 24th the tri*l^Qf Sraegt ^uritort la . 

scheduled v to* ta*e place at Pawlmsia, Oklahoma and ^lojt " 
Stree t will preba bly; b* '* wit ns • S , in this ease * . There- 
fort, _1 wish ^oa wo^id pwjp this lnfo*®af{on to. soft j 
instruct him to he pro sent at that tizoo^ learlng tiuf as- 
signment ha is on there to John R. Burger to tatoa care 
Of until such time as ha a an be released io return to 
the assignment* 



• - .... boll eve that Agents Street and Surger re- 

ported to* your office about a wees ago upon their appew- 
v ejjoa on assignment that they had of taking owe of one of 

the witnesses 7 In the above case. 
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RE* K. Hale, et al 


*' Receipt is acknowledged of -your letter of 
:' May l$th, wherein yon *et fo rth that Agent Street . - * 
will probably be « witness in the above mentioned . J 
oas*V trial o f • which. lt» . : s che dul * d / 1 o , take j*lao« at'! 
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You are advised that Agent street Las been 
apprised of the contents of your letter. 
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, JOHN RAMSEY, ERNEST BURKHART, 
iART, AND KELSXE MJ HR ISON. . 
reported. U. S* ts W, K. Hale and 
ateyO 


REPORT MADE BY: 


P. s. Smith* 
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CHARACTER OF CASE: 


MURDER OP OSAGE IND I |‘ 


(0. C. File 70-1) 

JOINT REPORT 0 F AGENTS F. S. SMITH AND J. V, IfPRHTY 


Complaints charging Byron Burkhart and Kelsie 
Morrison with murder of Anna Brown, 'Osage -Indian 
woman, filed by County Attorney of Osage County; 
Arraignment and preliminary hearing of Byron Burkhart; 
Status of Kelsie Morrison; Confession made by Kelsie 
Morrison* Reference to filing con^plaint against W* K* 
Hale* Election of Ernest Burkhart for trial May 24, 
1926, by State of Oklahoma, for murder of .7. E. 

Smith, CONTINUED. 


Is made to reports of Agent F* S* Smith, dated 2-6-1926, attention 
statements Katherine Cole and Dewey Selph; Feb* 20, 1926, attention 
statement Matt M* Williams; April 3, 1926, attention statement 
Matt M* Williams* 


3 RETAILS at Pawhuska* Qkla » 
4 0 


a s. murde r o ? m *- 

42 

4 3 On April 29, 1926, complaint was filed before the Justice cf the Peacei 

4 4t Pawhuska, Osage County, by the County Attorney, charging Byron Burkhart and 
*&elsie Morrison with the murder of Anna Brown, an Osage Indian woman, committed May 
4£l, 1921, in Osage County, Oklahoma* Warrants were issued, and Subject Byron 
4 Burkhart was taken Into custody and was arraigned April 30, 1926, and denied bail* 
4§n May 14, 1926, at nToliminary hearing, Byron Burkhart was bound over to await 
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^i«Brving »ntence, . in the Western District of Oklahoma, a retainer was placed alinst 
i^iim forms cwtody at the expiration of his sentence, by the Sheriff of Osage bounty, 

13 V .. I 

14 County Attorney Templeton advises that at the completion of the trial 
l^f W. K. Hale for the murder of W. E. Smith, now pending in the District Court of 
Kpsage County, a complaint will be filed charging W. K. Hale Jointly with Kelsie 

1 “Morrison and Byron Burkhart with the murder of Anna Brown. 

'18 


■V P -POT ittU-B. -UKLAHQMA . 

' f 

22 On May 18, 1926, Special Agents T, B. White, F. S. Smith, and J. 7. 

2 #urphy obtained from Kelsie Morrison a verbal confession of his participation, with 
20- K. Hale and Byron Burkhart, in the murder of Anna Brown. Morriso n was later 

2 Sliest ioned by T._J* Leahy, Special Prosecutor employed by the Osage India- Council ! 
2 $in the prosecution of Osage Indian murderers. 

27 

p tggATEMSHT MADS BY KELSIE MORRISON . 

U9 

TSO "Guthrie, Okla. 

.31 May 18, 1926. 

3 2 STATEMENT OF KELSIE MORRISON MADE TO MR. T. J. LEAHY OR 

3 3 MAY 18, 1926, AT THE FEDERAL BUILDING, GUTHRIE, OKLA., 

3 4 IN PRESENCE OF F. S. SMITH AND J. Y. MURPHY, SPECIAL 

3 5 . AGENTS, DEPT. OF JUSTICE, AND ASS’T ATTORNEY GENERAL 

■3 6 DABNEY, STATE OF OKLAHOMA. 

• \ 7 

ijt* Examination by Mr. Leahy: 

■39 

4 0 Q. Kelsie, you knew Anna Brown during your life? 

41 A. Yes sir. 


Q. How long did you know her? 

A. How long? About six or eight months. 

Q. You also knew W. K. Hale and 3yron Burkhart? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. How long did you know them? 

A. About five years. 


52 f Q. You remember of the death of Anna Brown? 

53 I A. Yes sir. 

54 1 ; r 

i Were you present when that happened? 

•56 1 A. Yes sir. 

r, ~ 

5c Q. Who else wa s present? 

5 9 A. Byron Burkhart. 

sasC . ; . .1 ' 

- . r i w>V- * ' • * 
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Did Byron Burkhart have anything to do with the 
killing of Anna Brown? 

Yes, he held her up. 

And you fired the shot*, did you? * 

Yes sir* 

What kind of a place was 'it where Anna Brown was killed, 
with reference to a canyon or ravine? 

It was a ravine, rocky, trees around it and very little 
water* 

About how far is that from Fairfax? 

About three miles from Fairfax.' * 

there a spring in this canyon? 

Yes sir* 


About how far from the head of the canyon was Anna Brown 
killed? 

About 75 yards. 

Do you ka.-w how Anna Brown came to be there? 

Yes. Byron Burkhart and I took tor there. 

Whs anyone else with you? 

Yes, Katherine Morrison. 

She was your wife then? 

Yes sir. 

Is she known as Katherine Cole? 

Yes sir. 


Q« At the time you took Anna Brown down there, what kind 
of a car was you riding in? 

A . A Bui ck . 


Q • Whose car was it? 
A. Ernest Burkhart. 


Q. Who drove the car?-. 
A* Byron Burkhart. 



Wha you sitting in the front seat or back seat? 
The back seat. 

Who was in the back seat with you? 

Anna Brown* 




¥?/. .t ‘ t 


Q. Y/hen you drove out to this place and stopped the car, 
how did Anna Brown get out of the car? 


^ Hi 


'Ll' 




Byron helped to take her out 


ft • What was her condition with reference to Being drunk? 

A* She was drunk* 

ft* When you took her out of the car, what did you do with her? 
A. Took her down in the ravine* 

ft* About bow far from the car? 

A* About 40 steps* 

ft* After you got there what did you do with her? 

A* Gave her a big drink and left her* 

ft* Was she so drunk as to be helpless? 

A. Yes sir* 

ft* What did you do then? 

A. "Went bade and got in the car. 

ft* Where did you go? 

A* Rode around two or three hours* 

* 

ft. Did you take Katherine home? 

A. Yes sir* 

ft* Did you come back again to where Anna Brown was? 

A* Yes sir* 

ft* And was that when she was killed? 

A* Yes sir* 

ft* At whose instance did you and Byron Burkhart take Anna 
Brown out there? 

A. Bill Hale. 

ft* Did he request you to kill her? 

A* Yes sir* 


ft* Did he furnish the gun? 
A* Yes sir* 



£nd did you kill her with Bill Hale’s gun? 
Yes sir* 

Did he pay you for it? 

Yes sir* 

How much? 

One thousand dollars and what I owed him* 




How much did you owe him? 
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After Anna Brown was killed, did you report 
to Bill Hale? - 
Yes sir* 

The same night? 

Yes sir* 

inhere was he then? 

He was out to the ranch house* 

You mean his ranch house? 

Yes air* 

When did he pay you this one thousand dollar®? 

About thirty days after it happened. 

How did he pay it? 

.He paid it in signing notes at the Osage Bank at Fairfax 

You mean he signed the notes with you? 

Yes sir* 

Did he afterwards pay the notes? 

Yes sir* 

How Kelsle, with reference to the killing of Bill Smith 
and his family, sey whether or not Kale ever talked to 
you about killing Smith? 

He did. 

More than once? 

Yes sir* 

About how many times? 

I could not say, any number of times. 

Did he suggest that he would pay you well for it? 

Yes sir* 

Ever give you any figure? 

ITo sir. 


What did you tell him about it? 

1 told him I did not want to do it. 

What way did he suggest that you might kill him? 
Told me to shoot him. 


Shoot him in the day time or night? 
In the night. 


Where? 
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* At his home at night. 

Q* Did he ever suggest to you about burning the Smith tome? 

A* Yes sir* 


-<i* What did he want you to burn the house for? 

A* He wanted me to set it on fire and when Bill Smith 
run out to shoot him. 

Q. Shoot who? 

A* Bill Smith and his wife. 

Q# Did he tell you why he wanted you to kill Bill Smith 
and wife? * * * *>:«*.— 

A. Ho sir. 

Q. Bill Smith’s wife was a sister of Anna Brown? 

A. .Yes sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear him suggest that he wanted to get all 

the estates of those sisters in the hands of Moilie Burkhart? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q • Just how did he express that? 

A. Well, he said llollie would fall heir to the estates, and 
then Ernest Burkhart would make it right with me. 

Q. Malta it right with you for what? 

A. For the killing. 

Q. Was that when he suggested to ydu about killing Rita 
Smith and Bill Smith? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Did you ever discuss the matter with Ernest? 

A. Ho sir. 

Q. When you refused to do the killing and told Hale you 
did not want to do the killing, did he say he would get 
someone else to do it? 

A. He said he would get someone else to do it. 

• / 

Q. How long before Smith and wife were killed in the explosion 
was it when Hale wanted you to kill them? 

A. It wSs six or eight months. 

jQ. 7/as that while Smith and wife were living at Grayhorse? 

A. Yes sir. 


r 


Q* You know where that house was? 
A. Yes sir. 
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In the matter of the State of Oklahoma versus W. K. Hale, Jo he 
Ramsey Zfihd -Ernest Burkhart, charged jointly with the murder of W. E. Smith, 
pending in the Distriot Court of Osage County. On Hay 10, 1926, the State, 
elected to try Ernest Burkhart May 24, 1926. 


Agents assigned are keeping in close touch with progress of 
State's prosecution, having in mind the ultimate results of the Government's 
jfcppeal now pending "before the United States Supreme Court in the Henry Ho an 
•jjase, on the question of Government jurisdiction, and lending the State tzndi- 
Vid-ed co-operation in the preparation of the p rose cut io ST “Of Osage Indian 
murder cases pending against defendants Hale, Bamsey, eta|. 
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Pklatioma "n ' ^ c ; Jun6 l f 1926® ^ ^ 
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Director, ' ' : . , h -'- -." f 

Bureau of Investigation, |4 

Department of Justice " j 

Washington, D«C« -': - - - v "*'■ 

ifc '• . “ '' **. ■ ■ - 

ELL . j.*- i # ► - * -.y 

, ;: . ■ . • ; :■ v;-, 

Beferring to your telegram this date relative ‘Osage case SAC ViCiit# informed 

^ •. * \ * - ! * " ® ' m jUi ^ 14 - 1 » ^<r.. ' r ^ ,' l > . 

and advises case in midst Bmest' Burhhart trial. and v/ill advise fully upon his 
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Jane 2, 1926. 
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Mr. 2*B*White, 

P.O. BOX 1636, 
Oklahoma City, Ok la* 
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, A X aa emloalng harwith f a copy pf a^t elegram which" 

X iiddresaed to you under data of Juno 1st ' relative to the 
0a&£6 Indian cases and X am also calling to your attention 
the enclosed telegram received fro-j Acting Agent in Chsrec 
Graham, to ths effect that he nas infor-ood you concerning 
the telegram whioh X .sent yesterday and^you sbate that the 
case was In the midst of the Ernest Burkhart trial and that 
you would fully advise mo upon your return. 

X do not understand why you could not haye wired 
me direct as to the general status of the state cases. X 
had been requested by Assistant Attorney General luhrlng to 
obtain this info rant ion. and the telegrr^ra sent by Agent Graham 
was far from satisfactory, i, of courao, was cognisant of the 
foot that the cases were on trial. Yfodi: I wanted tc learn 
was exactly what. had developed sc that I night intelligently 
informer. X*uhring. I appreciate the fact that you probably 
ware in court at the time the message was delivered to you by 
Agent Graham but X do not understand why, at the end of the 
day, you could not have wired ma fully as to the developments 
and general situat \on# '••>: 

It is particularly ambarrassing not to bo able o 
obtain Information from Agents in Charge, especially when 
Information is desired hy on Assistant Attorney General* 

Very truly yours. 
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X aas r.tt aching hereto for yotsr information 
a copy of a telegram received by me fran the Act in 
Agent in Charge at Oklahoma Ci^r relative to the 

Otagq caves* - - 

. Very tr sly yours* 
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BxSffc * trial Erne 8 1 Borkhar t which 'is' still In p^ogreha "with- excellent chances".-^ ;i * !' 
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Ci 23^ % for conviction* Most we can fear for is hung jury* Do not eanoect p 
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f*5hy 'Hale and" Ramsey trials to follow Burkharts in State courts and will be 
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Oklahoma City , Okla* 
' June 3, 1926. 
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passed pending Federal action Bryan Burkhart was arrested and had 
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pre 1 imina ry hear ing, he Id without b ond f o r ki 1 H ng Anna Brown, * but uoon <L*j- •• *'■- ® 
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habeas campus was; released twenty five thousand bond* This action caused ? 
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by not having Kelsey Morrison as a witness who confessed his nart this killing 
ang implicated Bryan Burkhart. No action taken in State courts in k 
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.Roan case and we are ready trial in Federal Courts this case at any time 
Since our success obtaining Federal jurisdiction Roan case and Euccess 
'. trial Ernest Burkhart killing Bill Snith in State courts and holding . 
Hale and Ramsey without bond, have been informed by Attorney General 
Short Oklahoma that attorney for Ramsey is planning to have Ramsey 
testify* Advise if I shouH file on Ernest Burkhart in Henry Roan case 
and if opinion Supreme Court will' allow us Federal action ageinst 
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.... * X am attaching ln^oma-* 

tlon a oopy of a telegram received hy me fro© 
Agent in Charge White -at. Oklahoma. City dated iune 
3rd relative to the Osa^e cases. You will note 
in the la*t port ion, ©f t hi a. telegram Agent £hite 
requeett certain inatructions and>I wouid appre- 
ciate receiving word from you a* to the inatroo-^ 
t ions which I ehould convey to him* - 

Very truly yours* > •;■'"/« 


End. 
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■o3Ui: FOR MR. IUH21ITG. 


X am attaching hereto for y'Sur informa- 
tion a copy of a telegram received by me from 
Agent in Charge White at Oklahoma City dated June 
3rd relative to the Osage cases. You will note 
in the last portion of this telegram Agent ’.Vhite 
requests certain instructions and I would appre- 
ciate receiving v/ord from you as to the instruc- 
tions which i should convey to him. 


Very truly yours, 
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Ji me 5, 1926. 
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Mr. J,' Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C* 


Dear Sir: 


PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL. 


1 have just this minute received your personal and 
confidential letter in reference to my advising you as to the 
status of the Osage Indian Murder cases, as^ requested in your 
telegram of June 1st* 

Will state in this connection .that I am very 3orry 
indeed if I caused you any embarrassment by delaying the trans- 
mission of this information to you and it was far from my inten- 
tion to embarrass you in any way in this or any other case which 
I am handling. 

The principal reason why I did not telegraph you 
from pawhuslsa was that in my hurried departure from Oklahoma City 
to Pawhuslsa I failed to taice my code booh with me and, having no 
code booh to transmit a telegram to you, I did not thinh it advis- 
able to send the information in an open telegram, nor did I thinh 
it advisable to call you over the telephone. I hnew when your tel- 
egram came on June 1st that I was to return to the Ohlahoma City 
office in the next day or so and I thought I could delay the matter 
until ny return. Upon my return to the office on June 3rd, I cent 
you the following telegram in reference to these cases which I trust 
covered the matter to your satisfaction: 

"Just returned to Ohlahoma City from pawhusha where have 
been attending trial Ernest Burhhart which is still in 
progress with excellent chances for conviction. Most we 
can fear for is a hung jury. Do not expect Hale and 
Ramsey trials to follow Burhhart’s in State Courts and 
, will be passed pending Federal action. Bryan Bu.ridia.rt I 

was arrested and had preliminary hearing, held without 
j bond for IdLlling Anna Brown, but upon habeas corpus was 
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released twenty five thousand bond. This action caused by 
not having Kelsey Morrison as a witness who confessed his 
part this killing and implicated Bryan Burkhart. No action 
taken in State Courts in Roan case and we are ready trial 
in Federal Courts this case at any time* Since our success 
obtaining Federal jurisdiction Roan case and success trial 
of Ernest 3urkhart killing Bill Smith in State Courts and 
holding Hale and Ramsey without bond have been informed by 
Attorney General Short, Oklahoma that t attorney for Ramsey 
is planning to have Ramsey testify. Advise if'TXshould 
file on Ernest Burkhart in Henry Roan case and if opinion 
Supreme Court will allow us Federal action against Morrison 
and Bryan Burkhart for killing Anna Brown." 

, ^ * 

I cannot begin to tell you and describe to you what the 
agents went through at Pawhuska in preparing this case for trial. I 
was short of agents and, therefore, I assisted in the investigation 
myself and was busy from the early morning hours until midnight and 
after. Sometimes we worked all night in order to have our case in 
shape for the next morning’s session. The first sixty jurors drawn 
from the box v/ere dismissed due to the good work of the agents hand- 
ling this case, as it was found by our investigation that there were 
not, out of the sixty* ten good men, the rest of them being the worst 
kirfd of characters. An additional sixty men were drawn from the box 
and they were investigated by our agents, who worked day and night to 
do so. Out of these men -I think we secured three jurors. Then a hun- 
dred men were drawn from an open venire and, of course, we had to look 
into these also. From this number we secured what looks to me like a 
good jury and went into the trial of the Ernest Burkhart case. 

In trying this case in the State Courts at pawhuska v/e 
met every conceivable means of opposition. 7/e succeeded in offsetting 
the most of it and were able to gat a case against two parties of Bill 
Hale’s gang and they were arrested for interfering with witnesses and 
both released on a ^5000.00 bond. Besides all of the above and many 
other obstacles that we had it was necessary that we guard most of our 
witnesses and keep them from being h&r®9d. personally or interfered with 
otherwise by Bill Kale's faction* 

As I advised you in my telegram, we have an excellent 
ce to convict Ernest Burkhart. The worst v/e can look for is a hung 
• |?he State authorities in Oklahoma have assisted us in every way 
ible in these cases and through their help we have been able to keep 
Haie, Ramsey, and Ernest Burkhart in jail without bond. Bryan Burkhart 
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secured bond In the amount of $25 ,000.00, due to the fact that at the. 
habeas corpus held he brought forth some witnesses that swore to having 
been with Katherine Cole, one of the witnesses in the preliminary, at 
& tent show in Fairfax the night that Anna Brown was id. lied and that 
it would have been, therefore, impossible for Katherine Cole to have 
been out with Kelsey Morrison and Bryan Burkhart when they killed Anna ♦ 
Brown, 77a have since been able to find ou r t that there was no tent show 
on the night that these witnesses claimed to have attended one in Fairfax 
the month that Anna Brown’ was killed, the month before or the month after- 
wards. If we could have been able to use Kelsey Morrison's testimony in 
the preliminary hearing of Bryan Burkhart, I believe that he would have 
been held without bond. Since he is released on bond ••I am told, accord- 
ing to the laws of Oklahoma, that he cannot be reconfined without bond. 

We secured Morrison's confession several days after Bryan Burkhart was 
allowed bond. Morrison has recently testified for the state in the case 
of Ernest 3urkhart. 

'The state authorities are anxious for Hale and Ramsey and 
probably both of the 3urkharts to be tried in Federal Court, trying Hale, 
Ramsey, and Ernest Burkhart for the killing of Henry Roan and Bryan 
Bur knar t for the killing of Anna Brown. The Hale and Ramsey case for 
their part in the killing of V/. E. Smith will be passed until we get a 
chance to try them in Federal Court for the killing of Henry Roan; also, 
Bryan Burkhart’s case is to be passed up by the State for any Federal 
action thart might be had against him for the killing of Anna Brown* 

I had a long conference yesterday with u. S. Attorney Roy 
St. Lewis of Oklahoma City and we went over the case of the Henry Roan 
killing thoroughly and decided that probably the case would be in better 
shape if it were passed for trial at the fall term of Federal Court. At 
the time that Judge Cotteral held the Government had no jurisdiction, we 
had the case in perfect shape and had Ernest Burkhart in such shape that 
I am positive that he would have testified in Federal Court, but at this 
time if we went to trial with Hale and Ramsey, we would have to use the 
testimony of Matt Williams to connect up Bill Hale with the Roan killing. 
Williams, as you will probably recall from the reading of previous re - 
;s, had conversations with John Ramsey and 3111 Hale in reference to r 
Henry Roan killing, in which conversations they admitted their par- | 
ipation in this killing. The passing over of this case in Federal 
>t ^ntil the September term will probably bring about John Ramsey 
^ing^ in and testifying in the case, inasmuch as Attorney General George 
Short of Oklahoma told me before I left Pawhuska that Ramsey's attorney, 
who had been employed by some of his friends, had come to him, Short, and 
had made a proposition in reference to Ramsey testifying in the State 
Courts, but stated that he hesitated in doing this due to the fact that 
n 'qy. ^tc^ and -did not know whether arrange— ^ 
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s could be brought about to have Ramsey .testify for the Government 
she case of Henry Roan. X discussed this matter with Roy St. Lewis 
that he would be conversant with these arrangements, snould Ramsey’s 
attorney see him with reference to testifying. If Ernest 3urkhart is 
convicted, which I look for in the case he is now on trial for, for his 
participation in killing 7/. E. Smith, I believe that he will be willing 
to take the stand in the Hale, Ramsey case and testify. I think that 
he had hi6 mind fully made up to testify at the preliminary hearing of 
Hale and Ramsey recently held at Pawhuska, but when he got on the stand 
and faced Hale and all of his relatives, oJLd friends and cronies his 
nerve went back on him and, after he was allowed to “see Hale and once 
more be placed under his domination, there was no hope of nis testify- 
ing then. 


I an having the place where Anna Brown was killed closely 
investigated to see whether or not, at the time she was killed, the prop- 
erty she was killed upon was restricted. It is my impression that it 
was restricted land at the time of the killing, but in reviewing the 
file I see that there is some question about this. I will notify you 
later as to what developments we have in tnis connection and would like 
to know, if we find this restricted land, as to whether or not we snould 
seek to file a complaint or have Bryan Burkhart and. Zeis ey Morrison in- 
dicted. 


I will keep you advised as to developments in the Ernest 

3urkhart case. 

Respectfully, 
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Uumui of Jmifoligation 

P. 0, Box 1535, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 

June 5, *1926* 


Mr. J. E. Hoover, Director, 

3ureau of Investigation, 

Department of Justice, PERSONAL 

Washington, D.C. 
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Dear Sir? 


In Ret Osage Indian Kuraer-lases . 
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1 JUAV U Ju&t uuua^ l ooqivcu. ;/ u u-n ^ 01051 *+*+> v j. 

ing me that Assistant Attorney General Luhring advises that we 
have na jurisdiction in his opinion in the murder of Anna Brown, 
and to keep tlatt^illiaras, 0 -or important witness in the Roan case, 
under surveillance. 
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Will say, as I telegraphed you>today, Williams is 
now in our hands and is "being kept under surveillance, which will 
he continued until the Henry Roan case is held. It is rather a 

*-no\r +■ ^ ra.'n T*M 1 1 < am c in T^tsa i naamivih J3 «s in Vii S. t im fl flfl h&S 
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been a very hard drinker and has associated with this gang of crooks 


in the Osage County so long, that it is hard to keep him straight. 
% He has almost worked out two of the agents - John Burger and Alex 
Street - in keeping up with him, but these agents are aoing it beau- 
tifully and have succeeded in giving him the Xeeley cure in a form 
and have separated him from his old associates to some extent. It 
seems that it. is the most troublesome during the time we have had 
to have this man at Pawhusks. attending and testifying in the State 
trial there , but he has come across splendidly so far and he stares 
that he will continue to do so, and I thoroughly believe that he 
will. In all of his testimony nothing yet has been brought out con- 
cerning his knowledge in reference to the Roan case and we still 
have that as our " trump card" in the case against Bill Hale for his 
part in the murder of Henry Roan. 
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I will continue my efforts in having Williams with t 

us until our trial of the -Henry Roan murder. 
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I an forward toe herewith, for your lnfor 
-ot'.on, copy of the Dally Journal-Capital, of ?-*»*». 
Cklshona. referring to the pic wees of the trial, and 
,,-icua elements bearing upon the Otago Iaular oases. 

Very truly yours. 


2rc. 256044 


Director. 
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, • h vn • x a:nuu. 1 '.(U. Thompson 

** f (Tfj. I. 0,1'.^.. v. ». . slate an.’ 

5 i\ . .il otC-tra. Thiy went to Oil ton 

g l> *• • k ft>,‘ the key tJ E-v!. hart’s cat. 
y *‘i p! ceded pr^lty to theft of the 
au;oinoMfo.^f^>ljj.fcct Burkhart." he 
° A jlpud him when he 

9 changed hi« u',’k: *Lc*.j . V arkhart. 

"Av'.iU‘. |S i ir »go w hen I heard he 
t i .»ut me,” h.- said. 

ThompHoil said he also served a 
1 2 term for reWfa*yau-of a bank hut got 
out when federal n»en came down to 
, . see him or: the Osage casts.. 

** -he sentence, he said, was for 2‘> 

15 years. Th mpso.s sui u ho pleaded 

16 guilty to the murder, bank robbery 
^ y and car theft charges. ‘ 

” Thompson, state attorneys said, was 
j*.8 giver 2 life sentence, after pleading 
’ 9 kU-'G tor : he rlrvmg of a Cr eek court- 
l imk deputy sheriff. 
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21 ^ The trial of Ernest Durkhart, 

22 charged with the murder of W. E. 
2j.Sn.lth, Osage county ranchman, went 
^ ^‘before the jury a n Tuesday morrr- 
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E' ft * Ckt^hoiiin City, 7?, clear, rough;* 
.Q * P ns tow, To. Citar. } ood; Ponca, * 
_ * _.ty, 7b, clear, f-.’r; CnicRarha, * 

*“ 0 * 83, clear, good: En : - of. clear. * 


*, Cinhonin City, 77, clear, rough.;* 

* P ns tow, 7k. e.tar, } ood; Ponca, * 

* why, 7b, clear. 17. ir; Ci.i-. kasha, * 

* 83, clear, good; En ; - of, clear. * 


8o, clear, gooc; h 
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->..rt, ..houhTlw nii- tie, the | 

Testimony sW-enten - fefi 

Guthrie January f> an! i\ by 1 dtral, 
officers was excluded . om the ju’y 
by order of the judge who held that , 
the purported confession and stale- , 
ment were znirde involuntarily after 
officers had kept Burkhart up for 
nouis on the two night*. > 

State Wins Point , 

The state believed it won a point., 
however, when the judge h.*l dthat 
testimony in connection with rtaU • 
men to allegec to have b.-cn made by 
Burkhart to T. J. Leanv, Pawhusku 
attorney, at Arkansas City and b. - 
fore a federal grand jury at Guthrie, 
were admis.-ible before the jury. 

- Dabney Satisfied * 

"Gar case has not been hurt a bit 
by the ruling out of par. of the test- 
imony," Edwin Dabney, assistant 
stifle attorney-general and chief pro- 
secutor, said. 

Thp. jury was excluded three day:, 
ago when the, rue.- tio:. of admiks;- 
Liiity of the testimony in connection 
with the purported statement arose. 
It, his ruling Judge Wcrten was to 
hold the testimony inadmissible if 
it was show'n tfrat the # purt)orted 
statement was obtain'd under du- 
ress. and adntis-ibk if found t , 
have been given voluntarily. * 

The ruling was given at 3:30 p. m. 
ar.d the jury was not returned to the 

, . v,..' . :.J ... 

4G.k>iii luUiru J. uuuu DiUtii 

decided to .-pend.-ie remainder of.rhc 
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* - . .exlcc/a v ‘nrw migratory* law, f 

* raislhg U,e bara to a imisa or. in- 
*.to tl.t: republic, went into effect + 
+ texiay. All persons gojng Ii. t. * 1 

* Mexico hereafter; shouiu first * 

* uiir. an individual card of idvnti-*j 

* fic.itior from the Mexican ■ -M*] 

* suiate in tneir city, th< lufalcSiM’f 

* sola to at ri ounce d. This car**. 

* will no- be gniinted u,:lo*s 

* fcpphcbnt'r nationality, static** - 

* in life, rnorfii standards, and ir^F 1 

* some ca>cs, existence of a iao.,r w, 

* contract to work in Mexico are * 

* satisfactorily proved. * 

* The law bars from Mexico es- * 

* caped convicts, liquor smugghrs, * t 

* drug peud.ers, women of ques- * 

* i.or.able reputation and anarch- * 
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Abstract Company \ I 

7^* : I ,*.- 

Afc iv.uvmg iinv < 

New Office Roorr^ 

The Pawhu.dc a Abstract i Title 
’"company is row moving from the' 
rear roams in the First National 
Bank Building to the north end of 
the Triangle Building o.i tt.t ground 
floor, th r - room formerly occupi-*d uy 
tnc- P-wnuska Oil & Ga . Co. 

When, the company moved into the 

r.tr. -a,, *i.o tn 
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|iil6uAt-of civic pride— -that sort of pride 

^ village a town, and a town a metropolitan city. 
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.nrned Monday evening from Cour.eil ; 
%i Gr.'Vt, Kansas, after a short v isit 
• $ v ith friends. 
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